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| Tide Have you been wanting Soft Lenses
|| | Products | = but have been waiting for the |
? [ . p—— s 00S price to come down?? ‘

Now is your chance! ||

'You can bring in your contact lens |

]

+*
(This does ot include examination, care kit, or astigmatism lenses,) *

For those who need the examination and (.

$210 for ever
To receive this offer - Just come by or call
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SEASON'S GREFFINGS

Today’s Christmas Tree,
And How It Came to Be!

Why do we have Christ-
mas rees? The cuslom can
be (raced 1o the early pagan
days of Northern Furope.
Nitives used holly, ever.
green, and misiletoe 1o dec-
orate their homes at mid.
Wirler. The greens were
thaught 1o encourage the co-
habitation af Iriendly spirits
during the winter solstice
Buropean Chnistians en-
joyed the color and fra-
grance of the greens and
continved Ihe practice long
aller the pagan significance
wis |orgotlen

Puageant plays us we know
them today developed from

the miragle plavs of the
Muddie Ages These o
grams  depicted religious
stores and moral themes

Because they were per.
formed 10 churches. scenery
was kepl 1o a munimum. The
enure garden . of - Eden- wias
represented by a fir tree with
apples tied upon it Soon, it
became known as the Para:
dise Tree
preseni-day symbol of the
Nauvity onginated as a rep-
resentation of the Fall ol
Man_ In. 1450, when secular
pliys were banned, the sym
bolic tree was browght it
the home as an object les-
son. The evergreen symbaol
ited morality, and the ap-
ples, sin. Later, cookies and
sweels were hung as a re-
mander of the “ywesiness'
ol the Savior's Redemp-
tion. Decoratsve ireats were
expanded to include candy
canes and popoorn chains
Later, the moralistic charac-
ter of the tree gradually
faded as glittering orna.
ments and figures took the
plice of apples and wafers

Iromically, thes

Legend attributes the first
lighted tree 1¢ Martn
I|6th century &l
recreate the beaw
SNOowY evergreens ol
Germany . Candles were orn-
ginally used on such trees
and were later replaced by
electric lacsimil es lhrl..rulh
the wears, lighting designs
have been revived to todayv's
pletent varieties

Luther's
tempd |
tful

Fhe tradition of decorat.
ing Chrisimas trees in the
United States began in 1776
during the Amernican Revo-
lutyon, when Hessian
soldiers hn-ugl‘u the cuslom
lrom their native Germany
A short while later, in 1504,
8 Christmas Iree was men-
tioned as part of a holiday
celebration ot Fort Dear-
born. lllmon. With little ob-
jection, the traditionsl (ree
became an integral part of a
19 century Christmas and
the practice of decorating
Kolwday trees has continued
evér since, Today, more
than ‘two-thirds of Ameri-

" can homes have & beautiful

trec as part of their holiday
decorations,

A New Year's Wish -

Lﬂm;u be jnrrm. lmth
¢ that springs (rom. fmith .
-uﬂﬂmntiﬂm
wotk toward a new year
with “goodwill to all”

Let us work, And let us

pray to that Great Spirit,
Father of all, that He will

The Spirit of Christmas

Rather than be caught up
in the many meaningless

Iﬁwliﬂl‘. chores of Christmas, why
Lake H.M“c:m not let some of them go un-
: done and concentrate your

efloris on the true meaning
of Christmas.
Immediately after
Thanksgiving, before the
“exiras” of Christmas plan-

ning confluse and wear you
down, start dispensing love
and largesse, and perhaps
the custom will spowball
into the New Year'

For deep-down satisfac-
tion, show one impulsive

off-beat bit of kindness for
those who are less fortunate

Section Four, 8 Pages
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than you. It might be a ges-
ture such as inviting a group
of foreigg students to the
house for doughnuis and
Christmas music; or invil-
ing the regular baby-sitter to
lunch and a matinee .

Wharton County Sheriff
Mrs. Flournoy Resigns

Wharton County Sheriff

Rose Flournoy announced
last week that she will resign
her office effective Dee. 31,
1978,

Mrs Flournoy was
pointed on Jan. 2, 1979 to Hll
the unexpired term of her
husband, Sheriff H.R. “Mike™
Flournoy, who died Dec. 29,
1978 following & heart atiack
on Christmas Day. Flournoy
had been sheriff for 26 years
al the time of his death,

Mrs. Flournoy -was named
by eounty commissioners to
complete her husband's term
after being recommended by
several county ecitizens whao
appeared at a special meeting
called to name & new sheriff.

In announcing her decision
to step down. Sheriff Flour
noy stated that she hms
recommended lormer long-
lime El Campo Police Chisf
Walter Hroadus to serve the
last year of the still
unexpired term as sheriff.

County Judge Dan Sklar
has said the commissioners’
courl will meet after Christ-
mas (o accepl Mrs. Flour
noy's resignation and swear
in a new sherill,

“The Gommissioners will
have the final say in who is
named sheriff to serve next
year, but [ feel that Chiel
Broadus will be high on their
list of candidates,” Sklar said.

Pres. Carter
For Census

Confidentiality

President Jimmy Carter
sirongly sffirmed the confi
dentiality of the
1980 Census in a proclama
Lion from the White House on
Nov. 6.

Carter assured every per.
son in the United States “that
there will be no improper use
of information given in the




